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Wer Menschenrechte schützen will, muss auch zum 

Anwalt der Tiere und Pflanzen werden 

Das HAUS DER ZUKUNFT, Hamburg begrüßt und fördert mit seiner Initiative 

Rechte der Natur/Biokratie das Earth Trusteeship Forum am 10. Dezember 

2018 in Den Haag 

Am 10. Dezember 2018 wird in Den Haag an die Erklärung der Menschenrechte durch die 

Vereinten Nationen (UN-Menschenrechtscharta) vor 70 Jahren erinnert. Die Earth Trusteeship 

Initiative nimmt diesen Tag zum Anlass, ihre Haager Prinzipien vorzustellen und eine 

internationale Allianz für die Rechte der Natur zu präsentieren.  

Die Träger dieser Bewegung wollen darauf aufmerksam machen, dass Menschenrechte in 

Zukunft nur dann eine tragfähige Grundlage haben, wenn auch die Rechte der Natur respektiert 

werden und die Menschheit sich als Treuhänderin der Natur versteht.  

Die Zeit drängt 

Der Klimawandel fordert immer mehr Opfer. Die Menschheit hat seit 1970 sechzig Prozent aller 

Wirbeltierarten ausgelöscht, und viele sensible Ökosysteme sind in Gefahr.  

Die Earth Trusteeship Initiative ist ein Zusammenschluss von Umweltjuristen und 

Umweltorganisationen. Sie setzen sich ein für die weltweite Respektierung und Verwirklichung 

der Rechte der Natur durch Regierungen, Unternehmen und BürgerInnen auf lokaler, 

nationaler und internationaler Ebene.  

Konkrete Ziele und Forderungen sind u.a.:  

1. Die Anwaltschaft für die Natur muss Grundlage staatlichen Handelns werden. Regierungen, 

Unternehmen und BürgerInnen müssen mehr Verantwortung für die Natur übernehmen 

und im Namen all derer sprechen, die keine Stimme haben: künftige Generationen von 

Menschen und anderen Lebewesen.  

2. Das Prinzip der Treuhänderschaft für die Natur ist in der AGENDA 2030 zu verankern. Denn 

nur starke, institutionalisierte Formen der Treuhänderschaft für die Natur können 

sicherstellen, dass die Menschheit ihre Ziele für mehr Nachhaltigkeit erreicht.  

3. Das Prinzip der Treuhandschaft muss in den Evaluierungsprozess der UN Sustainable 

Development Goals einfließen und von der Politik in die Praxis umgesetzt werden. 

Rechte der Natur – national und global 

Dr. Georg Winter, Gründer HAUS DER ZUKUNFT, hat die deutsche Initiative Rechte der 

Natur bereits 2008 ins Leben gerufen – anlässlich des 60. Jahrestages der 

Menschenrechtserklärung. 10 Jahre später fördert und unterstützt das HAUS DER 

ZUKUNFT das weltweite Engagement auf internationaler Ebene. Dr. Georg Winter wird 

am 10. Dezember 2018 das Earth Trusteeship Forum in Den Haag mit eröffnen. 

Die Earth Trusteeship Initiative und das HAUS DER ZUKUNFT/Rechte der Natur laden alle 

BürgerInnen und Initiativen ein, die Haager Erklärung mit ihrer Unterschrift zu 

unterstützen und an dem World Trusteeship Forum in Den Haag teilzunehmen 

(http://www.earthtrusteeship.world/).   
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The Hague Principles 

Background 

On 10 December 2018, the world celebrates the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations. The Universal Declaration and subsequent 

human rights covenants are treasured as precious manifestations of the human spirit. The 

recognition of equal and unalienable rights of all human beings is an indispensable prerequisite 

for achieving just and sustainable societies. Our globalized world, however, brings new 

challenges to this prospect. We all belong to the community of life, the Earth community, which 

determines what rights and responsibilities we must recognize and honour for each other, for 

future generations, for all living beings and the Earth, our home. 

The Earth community is in grave danger. Over the last 70 years the human population has 

tripled and disparities in economic wealth have greatly increased. Moreover, overall 

consumption of Earth’s natural resources by humans has grown at such a rate that the entire 

Earth system with its interconnected components – the geosphere, the hydrosphere, the 

atmosphere, and the biosphere – are all now at risk. In this way, humanity is threatening the 

very living conditions that make the enjoyment of civil, political, cultural and economic rights 

possible in the first place. Human rights must therefore include responsibilities for the Earth 

community and the entire Earth system. These imply obligations and new opportunities for all 

human beings to act as Earth trustees. 

In the course of the last 70 years, people and organisations in many countries and cultures have 

called for the recognition of human responsibilities. There are numerous declarations of duties, 

obligations and responsibilities that are acknowledged and celebrated, including those listed in 

the Annex hereto. Drawing on these declarations and aware of the challenges that humanity 

and Earth as a whole are now facing, it is urgently necessary to supplement these instruments 

with new ones that formally recognise the human responsibilities that exist towards the Earth 

community and the Earth system. 

Human beings must therefore act as Earth trustees individually and collectively through new 

arrangements of Earth Trusteeship at all levels. We, members of global civil society and 

representatives of organisations involved with the creation of the documents listed in the 

Annex, have come together in The Hague, on the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to reaffirm our common course and declare our 

responsibilities as trustees for Earth. We celebrate and embrace the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and, at the same time, call upon all peoples, the United Nations, and the 

international community of states, not only to reaffirm their responsibilities for human rights, 

but also to recognise their responsibilities to the Earth community and the Earth system, and 

to adopt Earth Trusteeship as an active and all-encompassing way forward. 

2. Principles for a Universal Declaration on Human Responsibilities and Earth Trusteeship 

We, citizens of nation-states, actors in the world economy and members of global civil society, 

Acknowledging that well-being of human beings, our lives, and our survival as a species and as 

individuals depend on the health and well-being of other beings and ecosystems, Noting that 

consumerist society and competitive nationalism repeatedly inflicts unbearable injuries to 

Nature, leading to catastrophic climate change, unprecedented biodiversity loss, and eventual 

disintegration of the Earth system, Recognizing that disintegration and collapse of ecological 
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systems force numerous people to leave their homelands, creating political and economic 

instability that may lead to conflict and upheaval in many parts of the world, Considering that 

the totality of beings and ecosystems on Earth forms a community of life (the ‘Earth 

community’), Realizing that just as human beings have rights that suit their needs, other beings 

have the right to exist and flourish according to their specific needs, and that these rights have 

their source in being part of the Earth community, Understanding that a new, more mindful 

and appropriate relationship with Earth and Nature is necessary for the flourishing of all beings, 

Confident that inspired common effort and dedicated collaboration between political, 

economic and cultural transformation movements can ultimately result in adequate responses 

to the challenges of the 21st century, HEREBY DECLARE that we have agreed on the following 

principles as a guide for drawing up a Universal Declaration on Human Responsibilities and 

Earth Trusteeship: 

Principle 1 Responsibilities for Earth 

1.1. All human beings, individually and collectively, share responsibility to protect Nature, of 

which we are an integral part, the integrity of Earth’s ecological systems and Earth as a whole, 

home of all living beings. 

1.2. Each state individually, and the international community of states collectively, 

acknowledge that they have, and share, responsibilities for Nature, in cooperation and in 

alliance with their citizens as equal trustees of Earth and the integrity of Earth’s ecological 

systems. 

Principle 2 Responsibilities within the Community of Life 

2.1. Human rights are grounded in our membership within the community of life, the Earth 

community, which qualifies what rights we are called on to honor and what responsibilities we 

have for each other and for Nature. 

2.2. Responsibilities for Nature, the Earth community and rights of Nature are grounded in the 

intrinsic values of nature and of all living beings. 

Principle 3 Responsibilities for Human Rights 

3.1. All human beings are responsible for the protection of human rights and for affirming 

human rights in their ways of thinking and acting. 

3.2. Each state has a prime responsibility for the protection of human rights as a trustee of its 

citizens and all human beings. 
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  eventual adoption of a Universal Declaration on Human Responsibilities 
and Earth Trusteeship based on these princi 
 


